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he would shrink from associating himself with
conduct such as had now been revealed.

For these reasons, therefore, I felt not only
that the Khedive richly deserved to be punished,
and that it was in the interests of Europe and of
Egypt that he should be severely punished, but
also that by his own act he had placed himself
in a position which rendered the infliction of
adequate punishment a matter of no great
difficulty. Nevertheless, every political situation,
however advantageous it may at first sight
appear, is attended with certain risks and dangers.
The business of the politician and of the diplo-
matist is to estimate rightly the special risks and
dangers which are associated with any special
incident. Sometimes when the opportunity for
striking occurs, it is unwise to exercise forbear-
ance ; a decisive blow should be given. The
deposition of Ismail Pasha and the bombardment
of Alexandria were cases in point drawn from
the recent history of Egypt. At other times, the
main point is to resist the temptation of striking
too hard when the possibility of. doing so presents
itself. In January 1894, this temptation had,
as I thought at the time, to be resisted* I felt
that so long as a reasonable and moderate use
of the occasion was made, much good might
result, but that if the British Grovernment
attempted to abuse its position and to humble